At OBHS we strive to harness the potential of every student. Our cultural programmes not only provide
excellent instruction but also a wide range of opportunities. It is not unusual for our boys to engage in the

classroom, on the sports field and on the stage in a single year.

Drama and Theatre Sports

Drama is a curriculum subject available at each
year level. Theatre Sports is a competition
based extra curricular activity in which our
boys compete against others regionally. Both
of these opportunities are led by teaching staff
and offer a variety of performance events.

Cultural Groups

Kapa haka and Polyfest competitions provide
the opportunity for our boys to celebrate their
cultural heritage.

Choir

The choir is a long established tradition in the
school. Conducted by Ben Madden, an old boy,
the choir performs and competes in a range
of contexts, from school assemblies through
to the Big Sing competition. Another old boy,
Jonathan Lemalu, now a professional opera
singer based in the United Kingdom, began his
singing career in our school choir.

Orchestra and Jazz Orchestra

Our orchestra provides musical connection for
a number of students. Musical groups offer
the opportunity for students to explore new
music, perform with their peers, and perfect
their craft. As well as the orchestra, bands and
smaller ensembles have opportunities to perform
throughout the year and compete in competitions
like Rockquest and chamber contests.
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Itinerant Music

Instrumental lessons are available for students in a
range of instruments (piano, guitar, bass, drums, voice,
strings, brass, woodwind, violin, cello, double bass,
flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, trumpet, trombone, and
saxophone). These lessons are tailored for first timers
through to those seeking ABRSM, Rockschool, or Trinity
qualifications.

Tennyson Shield

The Tennyson Shield is a long standing competition
against OGHS. In it both individual speeches and debates
occur, with the winner receiving the Tennyson Shield,
and the bragging rights!

Debating

We offer awide range of opportunities for debating. Our top
senior debaters lead a lunchtime debating club where they
host debates and help members improve their craft. We
participate in the Dunedin Schools’ Debating Competition
at both the junior and senior level, compete at the Otago
Regional Debating Competition, and represent the school
in winter interschools. There is no argument — debating is
one of the school’s premier sports!

Recognition

Recognition of achievement is a cornerstone of our ‘tall
poppy’ culture. Here the ultimate is the blue or the national
honours blazer and boys do get these regularly in the Arts.
Celebrating these milestones is part of what we do.

The school runs events that showcase the talents of the
boys, be it the school production, inter-house debating
or theatre sports.

Otago Boys’ High School
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- Students at NCEA Level 1 have access to 20
achievement standard credits.

Sport is not a substitute for academic achievement;

. Student: t NCEA L 1 h t 0 g . .
Heenss 2 A instead it enhances academic achievement.

achievement standard credits.

- Students at NCEA Level 3 have access to 8
achievement standard credits and some unit
standard assessments.

The high performance programme will focus on:

Our boys become

- Fitness training

- Strength and conditioning training : 3 CcO nfid én t,
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— commitment, a willingness to take on instruction and
— a well-developed work ethic.



