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Rector’s Welcome
I extend a warm welcome to all new students
and thank you for making this your school of
choice. Otago Boys’ High School is committed to
educating young men to become well-rounded
and reach their potential in three areas;
academic work, cultural pursuits and sport. The
challenge for you is to be as happy and
successful as you can. Your family want you to
achieve to the best of your ability, as does
everyone at Otago Boys’ High School.

Richard Hall
rector@obhs.school.nz

People you need to know
Director of International Students:

Wayne Angus
wayne.angus@obhs.school.nz

Teacher Aide:

Cherianne Parks
cherianne.parks@obhs.school.nz

ESOL Teacher:

Tonya Justice

Homestay Coordinator:

Kate Innes
homestay@obhs.school.nz

School Guidance Counsellor

Ken Rust
ken.rust@obhs.school.nz

The School Year
The school year is divided into 4 terms.

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Start Date:
Monday 28 January
Monday 29 April
Monday 22 July
Monday 14 October

End Date:
Friday 12 April
Friday 5 July
Friday 27 September
Friday 6 December

When can I go home?
Students are welcome to go home during the year between terms, but most students only
go home at the end of the year. Senior students (Year 11-13) can go home after their last
exam. Exams begin on 8 November and are finished by the 3 December. Junior students
(Year 9-10) wanting to go home earlier than 6 December need to discuss this with the
Director of International Students.

The School Day
You have five classes each day. You will have several people teaching you. In New Zealand
students change classrooms. You go to the teacher – he/she does not come to you.
Period One

8:50-9:50

60 minutes

Period Two

9:50-10:50

60 minutes

Form time

10:50-11:05

15 minutes

Interval

11:05-11:30

25 minutes

Period Three

11:30-12:30

60 minutes

Period Four

12:30-1:25

55 minutes

Lunch

1:25-2:15

50 minutes

Period Five

2:15-3:05

50 minutes

End of School

3:05
In addition to your classes you have a form time.
Each boy is in a form class based on their school
house. There are 4 school house groups made up of
boys from year 9-13. This gives the younger boys
older ‘brothers’ to look to and learn from. You will
meet with your form class for 20 minutes each day.
You will stay in the same form class all the time you
are at school.

Week One
On your first day at school, please come to the main office building at the front of the
school and wait in the foyer. One of the International team will meet you there. Bring your
passport and visa letter if you have one. We keep your passport in a safe place. You can ask
for it back anytime you need it. If you have brought a large amount of cash with you, bring
it as well. We will keep it safe at school, or help you to open a bank account. DO NOT carry
a large amount of cash on you at any time. DO NOT keep large amounts of cash at the
hostel or your homestay.
You will need to complete an English test of vocabulary, reading, writing, speaking and
listening. This is not a pass or fail test. It is just to help us know what classes will be best for
you.
We will talk to you about what subjects you are going to take. You will start going to classes
as soon as possible.

It is a good idea to take a photo of your timetable to keep on your phone. Each box has the
initials of the name of the teacher taking the class and the room to go to.
Stationery: We will organise your stationery (books to write in) when you arrive, but please
bring your own pens and pencils. Year 9-11 students studying Maths need a scientific
calculator Casio fx82 or similar. Year 12-13 students studying Maths, need a Graphics
calculator fx9750 or similar. We think it is a good idea to bring a calculator with you. You
can buy your calculator in NZ, but it may be expensive compared to your home country.
ID card: You will be given a school ID card. You can use this to get a student discount on
public buses, at the movies etc. It also has the emergency contact phone numbers on it.

Wifi: Students are given a school email and can use free wifi on the school grounds. The
school has a strict no cyber bullying policy. Internet usage is also monitored.
Uniform: We help you to get your uniform in the first 1-2 days of school. It may be cheaper
to bring your own black leather shoes (lace up or slip on). To buy such shoes in NZ will cost
approximately NZ$120. Years 11-13 may want to bring some white long-sleeved business
shirts with them, as they will cost approximately $45 to buy them here in NZ.
Junior uniform (Years 9-10)

Senior uniform (Years 11-13)

- charcoal grey shorts
- grey long-sleeved shirt
- school tie
- school socks-black shoes

- charcoal grey trousers
- white long-sleeved shirt.
- navy blue school blazer
- school tie
- black shoes

For colder weather:
- navy blue school jersey
- navy blue school jacket or
plain blue or black jacket
(student’s own, but can only be
worn off the grounds)
PE uniform:
This can be bought at school.

For colder weather:
- navy blue school vest
- navy blue school jacket or
plain navy blue/black jacket
(student’s own, but can only be
worn off the school grounds)
PE uniform:
This can be bought at school.

Grooming/Hair:
 No jewellery can be worn (rings, ear studs, bracelets or necklaces).
 Body piercing is not allowed.
 Students must be clean shaven. Unshaven students will be asked to shave at school
with razor and shaving cream supplied.
 Hair must be worn tidily. Hair longer than the collar must be tied back. Dyed hair is
not acceptable.
Bank Account: If you are staying longer than six months, we can help you open a NZ bank
account. This means you can have a bank card and easily withdraw money and pay for
things with your card. DO NOT carry a large amount of cash on you at any time. If you have
a significant amount of cash please see the Director of International Students and he will
arrange for the money to be secured in the School safe.
Parents – we recommend that you transfer small amounts of money in regular instalments
for your son to access. Do not transfer large amounts of money. If you have concerns

about your son’s ability to handle cash, please contact the Director of International
Students and we can work out a payment plan for your son.
Food: If you’re staying at the boarding house, your lunch is brought to school everyday.
Homestay students bring their lunch with them to school. All students can also buy food at
the school canteen using their own money.

Activities outside of the Classroom
School is not just about what you do during class time. If you are to get the most out of
your time at Otago Boys’ High School, it is best to get involved in activities like sport or
music. We will talk to you about all of these once you have arrived and settled in.
Sports: There are many different sports you can play. Otago Boys’ is very proud of its sports
teams and it is a great way for you to mix with Kiwi (New Zealand) students. Volleyball,
futsal, cricket, tennis, athletics, rowing, softball, water polo, golf, sailing, touch rugby,
football, rugby, badminton, surfing, basketball, hockey are some of the sports you might
like to try.
Music: Otago Boys’ has a very strong choir, orchestra and other bands. We can also make
arrangements for private music lessons.
Other groups: Theatre sports, debating, chess, Kapa Haka, orienteering, book club, school
production are some of the other activities you can get involved with.

Important Information
Emergencies:
In NZ, the emergency number is 111. This number is to be called if you need an ambulance,
the police or the fire department URGENTLY. If you need to contact the police but it is not
an emergency, you can ring 105.
Attendance:
You are expected to remain on the school grounds for the whole of the school day, including
interval and lunchtime, and to be present for all classes. If you are unwell and unable to
attend school you must get your homestay parent or staff at the hostel to notify the school
(phone 477 5527 ext 257 and leave a message - this is a 24 hour service). If you are absent
from school for three or more days in a row, you may be requested to provide a doctor’s

certificate. International students are expected to have excellent attendance as a
requirement from Immigration New Zealand to be able to have a student visa.
Lateness:
You must be on time for your classes. Students who arrive late to school must go the school
office on arrival and get a student late slip, which must be then given to their teacher.
Repeated lateness will result in a detention.
Cellphones:
Cellphones are sometimes used as a learning device in a class at an individual teacher’s
discretion. Otherwise cellphones should be turned off and kept in a student’s bag or pocket.
Cellphones cannot be used to text, call or receive calls during class time. Students who use
their phones during class without their teacher’s permission can expect their phone to be
taken from them. The student will then collect their phone from the teacher at the end of
the class or have to collect it from the Deputy Rector, Assistant Principal or International
Director.
If a student continues to break the cell phone rules, there may be disciplinary action from
the school.
1st offence-phone confiscated for the day.
2nd offence- phone confiscated for the week.
3rd offence- phone confiscated for the remainder of the term.
Inappropriate use of a cell phone for recording/filming staff or students without permission
is an offence and could result in further disciplinary action including stand down OR
suspension depending on the nature of the material recorded.
Property/Belongings:
Please be careful with your money and belongings. We recommend that you do not bring
more than $10 cash to school. If you bring your phone or device to school, it is your
responsibility and you need to make sure you do not leave it unattended. If you have to
bring any valuables or additional money to school, please bring it to the international office
for safe keeping.
Skateboards, rollerblades and similar products are not permitted at school, nor are they
allowed to be used by a student in uniform.
Students are not permitted to bring items to school that may harm another student. These
include such items as knives, cigarette lighters, imitation firearms, paint ball guns etc.

Alcohol and other illegal substances: these are not permitted.
Smoking: you are not allowed to smoke:
- anywhere on the school grounds
- anytime and anywhere when you are wearing the school uniform
- on any activity organised by the school
Information for parents:
The school produces newsletters on a weekly basis. These are emailed out once a week.
They provide regular updates and useful information about the happenings within the
school, allowing us to celebrate our academic, cultural and sporting achievements.
There is a parent portal which gives caregivers access to information about their son’s
progress. Details about how to access this will be emailed to all parents and agents at the
beginning of the year.
How much do things cost in Dunedin?
Movie ticket $10-15
Eating out $10-15
Bus ticket – depends on how far you travel, but on average $2.30.
Transport:
Buses: Dunedin has a good public bus transport system.
Cars: You must wear a seat belt every time you are in a car, even if you are in the back seat.
You may not be driven by another student.

YOU MAY NOT DRIVE OR BUY A CAR OR MOTORBIKE WHILE
YOU ARE AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AT OTAGO BOYS’. YOU
MAY NOT HAVE DRIVING LESSONS.
Bikes: You must wear a cycle helmet when you ride a bike.
Can I work while I am studying?
Otago Boys’ High School does not support international students working part-time while
they are studying or in their holidays.

Health
Insurance:
Otago Boys’ High School and the New Zealand government makes it a condition of enrolment that
all International Students will have Medical and Travel Insurance while they are a student at Otago
Boys’. If you have asked the school to arrange insurance for you, then this will be with the company
Uni-Care (www.uni-care.org). Unicare ask that any pre-existing medical conditions, previous medical
treatment or ongoing medication is made known to them. If you don’t tell them, but then they find
out, they will very likely not cover your costs. This insurance policy covers you for 365 days of the
year.

Doctor:
In New Zealand, when we are not well, we go to see the doctor or what we call a GP (General
Practitioner). This doctor can check us and give us medicine if we need it. In New Zealand we only
go to the hospital if it is an emergency, or we are seriously sick. You have to pay to visit to the doctor
and for medicine. You pay the cost, but then get a receipt, which you give to one of the International
staff, who will then claim the cost from your insurance.

Dentist:
In New Zealand, going to see a dentist is very expensive. We strongly recommend you visit the
dentist in your own country for a checkup before coming to New Zealand. If you need to see a
dentist while you are here, the insurance company may not pay for it.

Eye Check:
If you wear glasses or contact lenses and it has been 2 years since your eyes were checked, we
strongly recommend you have a vision test before you come to NZ. Your insurance will most likely
not pay if you need to change your glasses or lens in NZ. If you wear glasses and have a spare
pair, please bring them with you.

Mental Health:
Being away from home can be a lot of fun, but it can also be stressful. Sometimes students can feel
sad, lonely, angry or homesick. All these feelings are very normal. Usually with time, talking
with people, exercising, sleeping and eating well, these feelings will pass. If they don’t, the
international team will be able to help you, or refer you to other confidential caring people who can.

Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of
International Students
New Zealand educational providers have an important responsibility to make sure all
international students in their care are well informed, safe and properly cared for. It is
compulsory for all educational providers with international students enrolled to sign this
agreement. Otago Boys’ High School is a signatory to the New Zealand Ministry of
Education’s Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students.
The Code sets out the minimum standards that are expected of educational providers with
respect to international students. An ‘international student’ is a foreign student studying in
New Zealand.
You can download a copy of the Code in English and other languages from the NZQA
website.

Help with problems at school
If you have any problems at school, you first talk to your Form Teacher and a staff member
in the International team. If you are still unhappy, you can then talk to your House Dean. If
after that, you are still not satisfied, you can make an appointment to see the Rector. If you
do have a problem, please ask for help. Do not wait for it to become a big problem.
If you have a homestay problem, you can talk to the Homestay Coordinator. If you are
still unhappy you can talk to the International Director. If after that, you are still not
satisfied, you can make an appointment to see the Rector.
If you have a problem at the school hostel you can talk to a hostel staff member, and/or
the hostel manager. If you are still unhappy you can talk to the Director of International
Students. If after that, you are still not satisfied, you can make an appointment to see the
Rector.
If, after talking to all these people, you feel your problem still has not been solved, you
can contact NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications Authority). Please see the next section for the
complaints process.

What do I do if I have a complaint about the school or an agent of the school?
First you must to talk to the school, either the Director of International Students
(international@obhs.school.nz), or the Rector (Richard Hall, rector@obhs.school.nz). The
Code requires that all complaints go through the school’s internal processes before you can
take the complaint further. If your complaint is not resolved to your satisfaction, contact
NZQA. NZQA is a government organisation who will give you an independent assessment
and may investigate the matter themselves or advise you about what to do next. You can
phone for advice, phone 0800 697 296, or submit your complaint in writing. More detail
about the process, and a complaint form, can be viewed at:
www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/make-a-complaint/make-a-complaint-about-a-provider
Dispute Resolution Scheme (DRS)
If it is a contractual or financial dispute, you can use the DRS, the International Student
Contract Dispute Resolution Scheme. It provides a free, faster and effective process for
international students to resolve contractual and financial disputes with education
providers. FairWay has been appointed by the Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills and
Employment for administering the Dispute Resolution Scheme. Please go to
www.istudent.org.nz to find out about the complaints process. You can read the new
International Student Contract Dispute Resolution Scheme (DRS) on the Legislation website:
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2016/0042/latest/DLM6748715.html?src
=qs. You can contact iStudent Complaints by phone, 0800 00 66 75.
Remember that you must have attempted to resolve the complaint with the School before
using iStudent Complaints.

